
Thank you again for all that you do to support your chil-
dren. Your help enables them to grow and improve every 
day. I am proud of each and every one of them! 
    

-Mr. Sabovik 

4SS’s Monthly Newsletter - April 15, 2015 From the Desk of Mr. Sabovik 

 It has been a fun-filled and productive time in 4SS! We have been hard at work on state 
fair, writing Greek myths, and doing readers theater plays. We also have 3 field trips (1 in-
school), PARCC testing, and state fair during the next 3 or 4 weeks! Needless to say, students 
are working very hard and are having a great time as well! I am proud of how much the students 
have grown over the first three quarters! 
 
 

Thanks for your continued support!    

Announcements/ Reminders:       

April 15 Elgin Symphony Orchestra Field Trip  Be sure to check our class website daily 
April 24 Owen Spirit-wear Day and World  Please remember that missing work slips are sent home every 
Kaleidoscope 6-8:30pm           other week, showing assignments that haven't been turned in yet. 
April 29-May 1 PARCC Testing    Please make sure your children are extra well-rested and fed     
April 29-May 5 Book Fair          during PARCC testing, as it can be stressful 
May 1 Fourth Quarter Progress Reports  We are still looking for volunteers to help with state fair. Please  
May 2 PTA Spring/Summer Resale          let me know if you’re able to help (opportunities at school and  
May 4 State Fair            from home). 
May 5 State Fair Party and 50 States in 60 Minutes Play 
May 6 Kendall County Forest Preserve Field Trip 

Reading: We recently finished reading Understanding Pho-
tosynthesis (a nonfiction graphic novel) and learned about the 
various features of graphic novels and their functions. We also 
recently reading Electric Ben, which is a nonfiction text about 
Ben Franklin. We learned about identifying main idea and de-
tails and how the actions and inventions of Ben Franklin impact 
us today. We are currently reading A Child’s Introduction to 
Greek Mythology by Heather Alexander. Students are analyz-
ing characters and why characters act in a certain way. Stu-
dents are also currently working on performing readers thea-
ters of 3 of the myths we read. Students continue to learn 
reading strategies such as: “changing your reading rate” and 
“main idea and details”. Students are also enjoying Daily 5 
time.  Many students are working on original compositions, lis-
tening to reading, or using the time to read books of their 
choice. In the upcoming weeks, we’ll begin our study of various 
fantasy novels and elements of fiction. 

Math (Accelerated): Students are currently working on 
dividing fractions and mixed numbers. Students have 
learned in a variety of ways this unit. We have learned 
through real-life situations, cooperative learning, and have 
used FrontRow to help us learn. Students are completing 
several scenarios having to do with modifying a brownie 
recipe to practice our division skills! Our next unit will fo-
cus on coordinates, area, volume, and capacity. Please ask 
your student to show you FrontRow. It is a great site for 
extra practice that is present at your child’s readiness 
level. 

Social Studies:  Students have been hard at work on 
their state fair projects! Along with learning research 
skills, citing sources, and presenting findings, students are 
also learning a wealth of information about their states!  
We will be starting our study of the environment, re-
sources, people, and culture of the Midwest in the upcom-
ing weeks. We will also spend additional time learning more 
about our home state, Illinois. 

Books We’ve Read: Understanding Photosynthesis,  Electric 
Ben, A Child’s Introduction to Greek Mythology, and Greek 
Myth Plays 

Word Study: At this point in the school year,  students 
have learned 6 syllable types (closed, vc-e, r–controlled, open, 
consonant-le, and vowel teams) and have identified them in 
multisyllabic words, identified exceptions, added suffixes to 
words, and are learning other targeted patterns. Additionally, 
students are also learning homophones, homographs, and Latin 
roots. We are using stories, games, word sorts, and other ac-
tivities to reinforce their learning.  

Speaking & Listening: Students are working on free-choice 
book talks. They should be practicing them prior to May 11th. 
It will be their last book talk of the year. Our class is also 
working on reading fluency and speaking with expression 
through our readers theater plays. Students speak informally 
in front of the class presenting: writing, group projects, and 
other activities as well. 

Science: We are currently focusing on social studies,  
however, in the upcoming weeks, we will be beginning our 
inquiry unit on “mystery powders”. Students will be utiliz-
ing the scientific method to conduct a real “FBI Investiga-
tion” utilizing various ways to classify and categorize vari-
ous powders. 

Writing: Students are currently working on writing 
Greek myths to explain earth or a phenomenon on earth 
using real Greek gods. Students will be revising and editing 
with one another and publishing their myths and including 
an illustration. 


