
Thank you for the opportunity to work with you and your 
children. I am lucky to work with such eager learners and 
supportive parents. 

 
-Mr. Sabovik 

4SS’s Monthly Newsletter - March 4, 2018 From the Desk of Mr. Sabovik 
 It has been a very busy time around Owen! We’ve had benchmarking, testing, yearbook 
cover contest, and a multitude of activities before and after school: Club Owen, Craft Club, 
Chess/Strategy Club, Multicultural Club, and the Character Counts Cabinet. Students have been 
working very hard on their “Egg Tower Challenge”, Greek Mythology readers theaters, 100 Year 
Old Writing, and Civil Rights/Women’s Rights Posters. Students were excited to show off these 
projects along with the famous baby picture match, and their “How Well Do You Know Me” book-
lets at open house. It was a special night! 
 

Thanks for your support!    

Announcements/ Reminders:      We have started collection for grade-level field trip dues.  

March 5-16 PARCC Testing    Be sure to check our class website daily. 

March 23 End of 3rd Quarter    All in-school snacks should be peanut-free. 

March 26-30 Spring Break          Please remember that missing work slips are sent home every 
             other week, showing assignments that haven't been turned in yet. 

       Please make sure your children have brought headphones and are 
                  extra well-rested and fed during PARCC testing, as it can be  
                   stressful. 

Reading: We recently finished reading A Child’s Guide to 
Greek Mythology and also read and performed readers thea-
ters of selected myths from Greek Myth Plays. We are cur-
rently reading Hoot (a realistic fiction novel). We will be fo-
cusing on characterization, why characters may act a certain 
way, and summarizing. There are also great lessons/themes in 
this book relating to the environment, standing up for what 
you believe in, and determining what’s “right”. Students contin-
ue to enjoy Daily 5 time.  Many students are working on origi-
nal compositions, listening to reading, or using the time to read 
books of their choice. In the upcoming weeks we’ll begin read-
ing a fantasy text called, Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne 
Collins. We will work on narrative elements and specific fea-
tures of fantasy books.  

Math (Accelerated): Students will be testing on creat-
ing, analyzing, and interpreting line plots as well as multi-
plying and dividing fractions and mixed numbers in the 
coming week. After that, we will be working on concepts of 
volume, volume operations of multiplication and division, 
area of rectangular figures with fractional side lengths, 
and drawing, analyzing, and classifying 2D shapes. Stu-
dents will construct rectangular prism sculptures (a group 
inquiry activity), and use manipulatives to fill rectangular 
prisms to help us learn. Our next unit will focus on writing 
and interpreting numerical expressions, analyzing patterns 
and relationships, and graphing points on a coordinate 
plane to solve real-world problems. 

Social Studies:  We recently finished studying the 
Northeast. Students are currently learning about the 
economy, resources geography, people and events of the 
Southeast. Students will participate in an Underground 
Railroad simulation and a Trail of Tears simulation as a 
part of the unit as well. After Spring Break, students will 
begin learning about the Midwest, Illinois, and beginning 
their culminating State Fair projects. 

Books We’ve Read: A Child’s Guide to Greek Mythology, 
Greek Myth Plays, Time for Kids, and Hoot,  

Speaking & Listening: Students are going to be presenting 
their historical fiction book talks this week and will be choos-
ing their next genre shortly. They should be practicing their 
historical fiction book talks prior to March 5th. Students con-
tinue to speak informally in front of the class presenting: writ-
ing, group projects, and other activities as well.  

Word Study: At this point in the school year,  students 
have learned 6 syllable types (closed, vc-e, r–controlled, open, 
consonant-le, and vowel teams) and have identified them in 
multisyllabic words, identified exceptions, added suffixes to 
words, and are learning other targeted patterns. Additionally, 
students are also learning homophones, homographs, and Latin 
roots. We are using stories, games, word sorts, and other ac-
tivities to reinforce their learning.  

Writing: Students recently finished their body system fea-
ture articles. Students also did a narrative writing activity 
where they imagined their future at age 100 and wrote about 
their lives on their 100th birthday. We have also been working 
on various responses and reflections related to Hoot. 

Science: Although we are working on social studies now,  
we will begin learning about the circulatory system and 
respiratory systems shortly. We will be learning about the 
various parts that make each system, how they function, 
and healthy habits to promote circulatory and respiratory 
health. We will be doing several “hands-on” labs to learn 
more about our hearts and will even be learning a rap to 
help us remember the parts and functions of the circulato-
ry system. We will be learning about magnets and electrici-
ty following the unit. 


